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on the question of authority. Few people nowadays are internally
convinced that the whole Bible is the Word of God, and there-
fore the idea in the narrow form in which Calvin enunciated it
must be discounted. But if we liberate it from the limits which
he imposed on it, and say that the source of authority in general
is the coerciveness of truth and the inner testimony of the Holy
Spirit working together, we have a view which is worthy of very
serious consideration.
It has sometimes been maintained that all truth when it is com-
pletely understood and dispassionately considered invariably
commands belief, and that therefore that is true which when it is
fully understood and dispassionately considered commands accept-
ance; that all truth, in fact, is of the same kind as geometrical
truth. We cannot deny that truth is often coercive in this way;
but we have to admit that what is coercive sometimes turns out
to be false. It is surely difficult to maintain, as we have to do if
we want to meet this objection successfully, that no one is ever
genuinely mistaken, i.e. that when we have embraced a propo-
sition because it is coercive which turns out to be false, we have
really either failed to understand it fully or have not been dis-
passionate. Thus coerciveness as the sole criterion will not do.
Some would say that the testimony of the Holy Spirit alone is
an infallible seat of authority and an adequate criterion of truth;
those who are taught by the Spirit need no human knowledge.
It is indisputable, on the Christian interpretation of the universe,
that the Holy Spirit does in fact communicate the truth, in some
way, to individuals and communities; there are too many unan-
imous witnesses in all ages of the Christian Church who assert
that their wisdom and knowledge does not come from themselves
or any human source alone, for this to be denied; and the belief
in the testimony of the Holy Spirit is congruous with the basic
Christian belief in God as self-revealing.
Now, we may take it that the Holy Spirit can communicate
nothing to any man without his consent. But apart from this
common ground there are three possible views of the Holy
Spirit's mode of action. We may suppose that He speaks through
the human intellect and imagination; or we may suppose that He
acts quite independently of all human capacities and faculties;
or we may suppose that He sometimes acts in one way and some-
times in the other. The first and third views are more likely than
the second, in view of God's preference for working in human
life through human beings rather than apart from them. His